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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THOMAS 
FRANKLIN PLEASANTS, 1814. 

(Continued from page 336.) 

October 7. — Sent the pay roll to the Paymaster and 
received $432.00. "Went on parade in afternoon, drilled 
by Col. Biddle. When deploying into line, First and 
Second companies of Guards were thrown into con- 
fusion; the Colonel immediately rode up to ascertain 
what was the matter ; Lt. Mifflin was arrested. It ap- 
peared that Swift and "Wharton had had some dis- 
agreement; the regiment was taken on the parade 
ground and detained there until retreat. Called on 
Swift, he said his company and "Wharton's were sep- 
arated from the others — he was marching them up to 
the alignment — "Wharton told me not to do so — he re- 
plied that he did not need instructions from him. 
Wharton said he gave none — Swift said he construed 
what he said into instructions — Wharton said no in- 
solence — Swift retorted that he was a puppy. Whar- 
ton drew his sword and attempted to cut him down — 
Swift cut Wharton's hand. 

October 9. — Officer of the Day until 10 o'clock, then 
began to make up my reports. Swift waited on me, 
showed me a note from Wharton challenging him; he 
requested me to be his second. Wharton had sent by 
Mifflin a verbal challenge sometime before. Swift ac- 
cepted and told Mifflin, as Wharton had attacked him 
with the sword, they must decide the matter with the 
sword. Mifflin requested him to think of it, but Swift 
replied, you have my answer. Being under an arrest 
nothing could be done. Ingersoll was to have acted 
for Swift but was suddenly called away. They obtained 
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permission to go beyond the chain of sentinels, bnt 
Major McCall expressly told Swift, no advantage was 
to be taken, and on being asked what he meant by the 
restrictions, he said he had reference to the dispute 
with Wharton. When Mifflin waited on Swift, told 
him he could not designate a time and place, as Major 
Ingersoll was away and he is restrained by orders from 
the General. Wharton says Mifflin is under no re- 
strictions. This is the state of the case as represented 
by Swift. I hesitated a good while, feeling a reluc- 
tance to officiate at all. 

October 12. — After parade drilled the company and 
then the officers of the regiment. Saw Swift, who said 
he had seen Powell, that he recommended him not to 
fight until the campaign was over, as he would un- 
doubtedly be cashiered if he did, or else he ought to 
resign and then fight. 

October 13. — Gen. Gaines reviewed the troops, af- 
terwards the officers in a body called on him. Capt. 
Eawle, Lieut. Scott and Ed. Ingersoll dined with us. 

October 15. — Detailed as one of a drum-head court- 
martial : tried several persons who had been last night 
out of camp without leave. The sentence of the court 
martial in Swift and Wharton's cases were promul- 
gated — Swift acquitted. Wharton dismissed the ser- 
vice. Went to see Swift, he said as he was a soldier 
he could not of course fight Wharton, because he was 
disgraced, but requested me to state to Mifflin, if he 
should say anything about it, that Swift would chal- 
lenge him when we returned to Philadelphia. Eawle 's 
two brothers came to see him and dined with us. Swift 
called me out to tell me, that the First Company intend 
to elect Wharton their 1st. Lieutenant, and that the 
General had sent for him and asked if he would agree 
that the dispute should be settled by a Court of Honor, 
he replied he could do nothing 'till he knew what the 
others would do. The General sent for Mifflin, who 
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quickly agreed to it; Swift said he would be content, 
provided the decision should be final; Mifflin agreed 
to that. 

October 16. — The two young Eawles, the Captain 
and E. Ingersoll breakfasted with me. Went to Wil- 
mington, stop'd at Brinton's, went to church with Miss 
Elizabeth Bayard; returned in the evening in stage 
with Major Prevost. 

October 17. — After parade escorted Miss Howell 
about camp. In the evening Mifflin called to tell me 
Wharton was now an officer; I immediately communi- 
cated with Swift, who was astonished, as he supposed 
the affair was to be settled by the Court of Honor. 
We waited on McCall, he said Mifflin would not agree 
to its being final ; we requested him to inform the gen- 
tlemen as Mifflin was decided on that point. McCall 
waited on Swift with a message from the General, that 
they must not fight for they would certainly be pun- 
ished. Swift then stated to me Wharton was pro- 
nounced by a Court Martial as having been guilty of 
an act unworthy a gentleman and soldier, he ought not 
to be met by a gentleman — that Wharton had injured 
him; he was not bound to fight him — the election could 
not make his conduct different from what it was. 
Gratz was by. We sent for Brown and all came to 
the conclusion that Swift could not fight Wharton but 
if Mifflin took it up, it became a matter between them. 
Shewed Swift the pistols of Powell. We were over- 
heard in Bawle's tent, he and Biddle think the fight is 
to take place immediately. 

October 18. — After breakfast attempted to pass out, 
was stopped — Swift also. Wrote at Powell's sugges- 
tion a letter to him to inquire the reason the General 
sent for me; told me the duel was to be fought early 
in the morning; he hoped nothing of the kind would 
take place. During the campaign said that Swift had 
acted most honourably — that he found Mifflin the most 
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difficult man to make any arrangements with on such a 
subject — wanted me to see Clay that nothing should 
take place. I told him I believed nothing with Whar- 
ton would take place, which words he repeated — that 
"Wharton was not on an equal footing with Swift. 
Being the oldest Captain, drilled the officers. After 
drill Benj. Gratz and I talked over the affair of Swift 
and Wharton — he said it was the general opinion, that 
Swift must fight Wharton since he is now reinstated 
in command and recognized as an officer. We saw 
Swift, told him what was said, he replied he would 
only fight him with his sword. I saw Major Powell, 
told him of the message last night, then said he, "by 
God, Swift must fight and kill him if he can." — he 
objected to the sword. Saw Swift, told him of Powell's 
opinion. In the evening received a message from Col. 
Biddle, that he would be glad to see me. Powell called 
on me, said he had seen Frank Wharton, represented 
to him the persecuting conduct of his brother — told 
him Swift was ready to fight him. Went to Swift, he 
agreed to fight Wharton if nothing in way — also to 
Mifflin to tell him Swift would meet Wharton in the 
morning with pistols. Col. Biddle had interested him- 
self in the business and was trying to settle it — that he 
understood Mifflin and Wharton agreed to refer it to 
him. We thought before we could agree to anything 
of the kind, the challenge should be withdrawn, that 
this should be a sine qua non — that I should assume 
a bold tone as the thing had arrived at so late a stage. 
I called on Col. Biddle, he took me aside, told me he 
hoped to be able to accommodate the business. I then 
related to him the affair — the advantage taken of 
Swift's confinement within the chain of sentinels, and 
the agreement to abide by the decision of the Court 
of Honour, and afterwards while Swift expected the 
Court was to settle the business, then informing him 
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tauntingly that Wharton was an officer. — He proposed 
the revival of the Court of Honour. I said they ought 
to agree to it in the first place and that its decision 
should be obligatory and final — that the challenge 
should be first withdrawn. He said he feared the in- 
sisting on this might meet with opposition and was 
unnecessary; that the reference was ipso facto a with- 
drawal of the challenge. I said, so I should suppose, 
had they not during the existence of the agreement for 
the reference sent that message which showed they did 
not consider the challenge withdrawn. That struck 
him with force — he said he admired Swift's conduct — 
he appeared so cool throughout the affair — he felt very 
much for him, having a wife and three children &c. 
I told him that I would see Capt. Swift on the subject. 
I went to the main guard where he was — he told me 
he had a carriage engaged for the morning and had 
written to Dr. S. to be out. He then agreed to the Court 
of Honour if Powell thought it proper. I waited on 
Powell who was in bed — he said the challenge ought to 
be first withdrawn or the Court possess absolute power. 
I waited on Col. Biddle and agreed to wave the condi- 
tion if the Court be possessed of power, supposing 
they would of course have the challenge withdrawn. 
I told him the agreement must be in writing and signed 
by Mifflin. He said Mifflin had no objections to Powell 
and Prevost — I said that I had none. I went in his 
marquee. Mifflin at first objected to the agreement 
being in writing, as it implied a distrust, but Biddle 
told him as we are acting for others, it ought to be 
done — he then consented. An agreement to this effect 
was drawn up: "It is mutually agreed between Cap- 
tains Mifflin and Pleasants on behalf of Lieut. Wharton 
and Capt. Swift, that the final settlement of the dif- 
ferences between Lieut. Wharton and Capt. Swift be 
referred to a Court of Honour composed of two gen- 
tlemen whose decision shall be obligatory on both 
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parties." "We both, signed it. Mifflin stated it was 
understood to be a simultaneous act, to which I as- 
sented. Mifflin also stated, that it is understood that 
the Court is to hear everything or he would not con- 
sider himself at liberty to relate all our private con- 
versation tho' not official. I agreed, thinking it would 
be proper that the whole proceedings should be fully 
developed. We separated — I went to Powell, told him 
the result — he approved of it — told Swift, he approved 
of it also — then went to my marquee. 

October 19.— Col. Biddle, Capt. Mifflin, Major Pre- 
vost &c, went to Marcus Hook to attend a court mar- 
tial, so that the Court of Honour will be delayed. In 
the evening told Francis Eawle the whole affair of 
Swift. 

October 20. — Montgomery detailed for guard — Ed. 
Ingersoll dined with me. In the evening the orders of 
Gen. Gaines were read. Major Ingersoll arrived, says 
we are positively to hut. 

October 21. — Went to see Griffith and afterwards 
Guest, who are both sick. Got a fly for my marquee, 
which I had pitched anew. In the evening played chess 
with and beat Rawle. 

October 22. — Montgomery went to town to get our 
commissions properly made out. Eawle on guard. 
Received a note from John McCrea requesting me to 
meet him in Wilmington. 

October 23. — Gen. Gaines expected down, passes pro- 
hibited, but I obtained permission to go to Wilmington. 
Saw McCrea and spoke to him about my going into the 
regular army — he did not disapprove of it — he as a 
vidette had to go off. Mr. Guest came down to see his 
son. Dined by previous invitation with Dr. McLean. 
Could get no carriage and walked out to camp with a 
lieutenant. 

October 24. — Went to see Mr. Guest, having pre- 
viously gotten from Major Powell a furlough for his 
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son. Spoke with Eawle, Gratz, Morris, and Mont- 
gomery about entering the regular service or rather 
State troops. In the evening with Gratz went to see 
Swift at Miss Campbells. 

October 25. — On guard. After retreat the General 
passed with several ladies and I presented arms to 
him without considering the incorrectness of it. Young 
Ralston being with the party and seeing the General 
take off his hat, thinking he should do so too, took off 
his. I understood that the General had remarked, 
' ' Captain Pleasants must have intended to compliment 
the ladies!" 

October 28. — Gratz informed me that he was going 
to town — agreed to accompany him, got a furlough and 
set off by water. Eeached home about 7 o'clock and 
surprised the family. 

October 29. — Visited with Gratz, Boileau and Gen. 
Gaines — met Watmough and Shober. After dinner 
went to grand-mothers, and told father of my expecta- 
tions to enter the army for local defence, and he made 
no objections. 

October 30. — Met Charles Roberts, went to St. 
James' Church together and heard Mr. Milnor. Called 
with Gratz on Major Prevost and Col. Biddle; in the 
afternoon to Rubincam's by invitation of Whitehead, 
and drank a glass with him. 

October 31. — Called on J. Pemberton — walked about 
the streets to see the ladies and then to Coffee House 
to see L. Clapier. Gratz and I called to see Miss Brin- 
ton, who was out, and on James Montgomery, who 
consents to John's going into the army for local de- 
fence. Coleman Fisher called at the house. 

November 1. — At half past eight set off, the steam- 
boat had started, but got a boat at South street wharf, 
was taken on board and reached camp at four. Powell 
recommended me to make immediate application for a 
majority. Lieut. Scott intends doing so. 
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November 3. — Col. Biddle arrived — Capt. Eawle 
dined with me and afterwards played chess, beat him. 
Saw the General about recommending me for a major- 
ity — was very cool. 

November 5. — Ed. Ingersoll breakfasted with me. 
Benj. Gratz, Eawle and I went to Hendricksons, dined 
and supped there. Serg't. Major Wilcox, Morris 
Fisher and McCall there — had buckwheat cakes — 
agreed to come on Monday night to eat mush and milk, 
and Wednesday night for buckwheat cakes — Wilcox 
remarkably lively returning home. 

November 6. — Walked with Powell and 0. Roberts 
to see Biddle 's horses and told him how cool the Gen- 
eral was when I applied to him about a majority. 
Capt. Eawle dined with us — has obtained permission 
to take his troop to quarters in the neighborhood. 

November 7. — Unexpectedly about 11 o'clock de- 
tailed for guard, owing to Capt. Keim being sick. E. 
Fisher, of the mush party brought me some, which I 
heated and found excellent. The brigade was informed 
today, that in two weeks we would move home. 

November 9. — Balance of riflemen arrived. Brigade 
paraded, exercised in firing. In the morning Cox ap- 
plied for a pass — I wrote on the bottom of it, (which 
he had prepared) — that he had already been greatly 
indulged and could not be extended without injustice 
to the others. He seemed mortified and said that he 
had performed more duty than any of the company, 
and that he would not ask indulgence from Capt. 
Pleasants ! In the evening intended to go to the buck- 
wheat cake pary, but all the other officers being pres- 
ent I would not go. Hawkins and Hopkinson took tea 
with me. The General called with a message for Bid- 
dle, sat some time, took a segar and was pleasant — 
Wrote to father, telling him of the steps I had taken 
with regard to a majority — that Major Ingersoll had 
written in my behalf — that Commodore Dale had ex- 

Voi,. XXXIX.— 27 
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erted himself very much for me, and that the General 
had requested Gen. Gaines to recommend me among 
others, and that I thought it too late to withdraw — ■ 
however, I referred the matter to him and would abide 
by his decision. 

November 10. — Was informed Cox went out dressed 
in civilian clothes and passed the guard as such. Felt 
a good deal provoked. Reported his absence to the 
Colonel; directed the orderly to state "all accounted 
for but one" on parade. Saw Cox about an hour after- 
wards, but did not appear to notice him, not having 
made up my mind what to do with him. I determined 
to confine him within the chain of sentinels and put 
him on double duty, but not arrest him. Sent for him 
to my tent, told him that he had been reported as a 
deserter. He asked what was the precise term in 
which he was reported; told him when a man cannot 
be accounted for, the orderly states ' ' one unaccounted 
for," which is equivalent to deserted. He said the 
orderly knew he had been sick, and therefore did not 
parade. After leaving me he returned to ask if it were 
by my orders he was reported, and I told him it was. 
In the course of the day Bill Fisher (being at camp) 
asked me if it were true that Cox had deserted and 
said it was all over the camp. I told him of the cir- 
cumstances and further that he had been oftner on 
double duty than any other man in the company. Think 
it not impossible he will challenge me after the cam- 
paign. 

November 11. — Saw Col. Biddle, said he did not re- 
port Cox at headquarters and that I ought not have 
reported him. I asked him if it was not a duty en- 
joined and not a matter for discretion; he said it was, 
but with Cox he would have stretched a point. Told 
Major Ingersoll what the Colonel had said, he thought 
differently. At 11 had a field exercise — the line fired 
by companies, followed by independent firing — the 
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riflemen charged into the woods and thickets and 
ditches, picked off the men and officers, and at last out- 
flanked them, fired at the General and staff. Mifflin 
detached Gratz into the woods after them; the cavalry 
charged — on the whole it was an animating scene. 
Dined with Gratz, beat Biddle and Eawle at Chess. 

November 13. — Breakfasted with Montgomery on 
buckwheat cakes at the guard house. C. Roberts dined 
with me, there were no rations delivered, made out 
very well with a roast goose. In the afternoon Swift, 
(who returned from furlough) came to my tent. Rush 
and John Biddle supped with us, the invitation was 
for buckwheat cakes, but we were glad to furnish them 
even with toast. Major Powell called in the evening, 
requested me to see Col. Biddle, to have the Court of 
Honour decide the Swift- Wharton case, now that all 
parties are present. Called on Col. Biddle, he will at- 
tend to the matter tomorrow. 

November 15. — News received that the British had 
returned in considerable force in the Chesapeake. A 
detachment of infantry is to be sent to the neighbor- 
hood of New Castle — all our corps anxious to go, but 
the five companies of the left were detailed under 
Raguet and Vorhees, and Lennard's company of ar- 
tillery. Dickinson reported Cox and Shubert absent 
without leave. 

November 16. — Raguet and his party set out, and 
Biddle and Montgomery went to Wilmington to learn 
if any news ; there are no vessels of consequence in the 
Delaware. 

November 19. — Some talk of an inspection but put 
off until tomorrow, owing to the rain. Busy making 
out muster rolls. In the evening reported to Col. 
Biddle, that Cox was again absent. He sent Serg't 
Harrison to Wilmington after him, and to call on Lieut. 
Scott and acquaint him with the circumstances. 
November 20. — Serg't Harrison returned before pa- 
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rade with Cox ; Col. Biddle and I spoke to the General 
about him, and it was decided that he should he sent 
to town for the balance of the campaign. He was sent 
to the General. In the afternoon Eawle and I took 
a long walk through the woods, giving words of com- 
mand to try our voices. From the bottom of the hill 
the encampment looked beautiful. 

November 21. — Rawle and I went to Scrabbletown 
to breakfast on buckwheat cakes. The company was 
inspected by Major Manigault. The General asked 
me, that if Cox would promise him to behave himself, 
whether I would be content that he should remain with 
the company, that the disgrace of the company return- 
ing to town without him would be very great. I told 
him, I would have no objection; he said that I had 
acted with great forbearance. In the evening Wilcox, 
McCall, John Biddle, Roberts and I to supper at Scrab- 
bletown; the maid Jane, afforded us some diversion by 
her sourness. 

November 22. — At 10 artillery and infantry formed 
under Col. Biddle, marched out to Dupont's, went 
through his powder-mills. 

November 24. — The brigade performed well. Major 
Vodges thrown from his horse; one man in Fencibles 
hurt by his gun going off half-cock. Col. Prevost, 
Major McCall, John Biddle, Pemberton, Ash, and Wil- 
cox dined with us, also Eawle with his brother — a very 
pleasant time. 

November 26. — Capt. Correy, Watmough and Rush 
dined with us, had to hurry as the drums beat for pa- 
rade — we marched up the road towards Scrabbletown. 
Played chess, beat Montgomery; Biddle beat me one 
the other a draw and I Hodge one. 

November 28. — Col. Biddle arrived bringing march- 
ing orders ; the men nocked around him as soon as he 
approached and were delighted with the intelligence. 



Diary of Thomas Franklin Pleasants, 1814. 421 

Got a pan of coals for tent, which made it warm and 
comfortable. 

November 29. — Busy packing up. The General in- 
tends to march at 7 in the morning and go as far as 
Chester, and the following day to town. Sent Corporal 
Smith ahead to engage quarters. 

November 30. — Raining hard; the General deter- 
mined to go no further than Wilmington. Breakfasted 
at Mrs. Campbell's. Sent Capt. Willis to Wilmington 
to engage quarters. Tents struck at 11, marched at 
half -past through rain and reached Wilmington about 
2 and put up at Lambourn's. Hawkins, Richards and 
Sperry, went on to Chester; they made some narrow 
escapes in crossing streams in the dark. Had several 
invitations but declined them, many of the men quar- 
tered at private houses. 

December 1. — Had roll call. Day clear and about 
11 left Wilmington; roads very bad; turnpike part of 
the way very rough. Reached Chester about sunset, 
part quartered at Pipers and part at Mrs. Eyres (a 
private house). Capt Meyers passed me with his com- 
pany. Got little sleep as Bache's troop made so great 
a disturbance by singing. Traquair got up and for a 
time silenced them ; they renewed their noise, then both 
he and I got up and arrested one of them. 

December 2. — Drums beat at half past two, and got 
underway about 4; reached Darby about 8. Left 
Darby at 9, arrived in town at 1, and passed in review 
of Gen. Gaines. Notified the company after dismissal, 
that the brigade would assemble at 10 on Sunday next. 
All the family at home and delighted to see me. 

December 3. — After breakfast called on Quarter- 
master Taylor, who will have the tents pitched today; 
saw the orderly, who is to notify the members that 
the parade is changed to Tuesday. 

December 4. — Went to Potter's Field and found 
tents standing.. Visited Miss Chancellor and then saw 
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Ben. Gratz who urged the decision in the Swift-Whar- 
ton case. 

December 5. — Called on Prevost and went with him 
to see the General. Saw Swift and called on Dale, who 
goes to New York, having been appointed a midship- 
man on board the President. 

December 6. — Snow on ground. Went to State 
House yard, no brigade or regimental drills, but there 
will be roll calls every morning at 9. Attended the 
Court of Honour, related what had taken place within 
my knowledge and left them to deliberate. Passed 
E. M. who looked very handsome. 

December 7. — Went to State House yard and after 
parade saw Powell, who told me they had decided to 
make Wharton apologize — showed me the paper — per- 
fectly satisfied with the decision. At 12 called at 
Powell's where the Court met and read the form of 
apology and acceptance. Mifflin said he was satisfied 
with the decision, altho' in the morning he had inti- 
mated to Powell otherwise. He said Wharton was 
bound and must abide by the decision, altho ' he knew 
Wharton was not sorry for anything he had done. 
"You should not say that before Pleasants at any 
rate," said Powell, and he seemed sensible of his im- 
propriety. He said he would get the apology from 
Wharton and send it to Powell. Called on Swift and 
told him how it was settled. Met Gen. Cadwalader 
on the street, called with him on Montgomery, after 
which he came home with me for half an hour. 

December 8. — Montgomery called before I had fin- 
ished breakfast; called on Powell and went to see 
Prevost, who had received the proceedings from Lieut. 
Wharton. I begin to suspect they will be unwilling 
to sanction the proceedings. Called on Gen. Gaines 
with Montgomery and Biddle and later on Gen. Cad- 
walader. In the evening visited E. M. who was alone 
with her mother and brother Thomas ; she looked most 
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interesting, and we talked about Miss Eawle; Mr. 
Donaldson, of Baltimore; the camp, and our appear- 
ance on entering the city &c. 

December 10. — Went to Mifflin's, who gave me the 
letter of apology from "Wharton and I gave him Swift's 
acceptance. He expressed satisfaction at the termina- 
tion of the affair. He told me how Col. Biddle had 
behaved to him at Chester respecting music. We 
walked up Chestnut street together and I left to see 
Swift, but he was out, but later met him and handed 
him Wharton's letter, which he thought too general, 
yet said he was satisfied. 

December 21. — Visited Mrs. Clapier, and after din- 
ner took a walk — passed by E. M's. who was at the 
window and looked very charming — think I will go 
there this evening. Mary drank tea with us, after 
which I called on E. M. who with her mother and 
brother Charles were alone ; soon after Miss Hodgdon 
came in. I did not think E. M. looked remarkably 
handsome or was unusually pleasant; her mother very 
agreeable and Miss Hodgdon very lively. Came home 
and told the girls of my visits. 

December 22. — Dr. Griffith's son Samuel was hurt 
and brought by Mr. Bancker to our house — notified his 
father. 

December 23. — Called on Prevost to get him to rec- 
ommend me for Colonel of Pennsylvania Regulars, 
which he politely did. 

December 24. — Went to State House yard, company 
had about 50 present, regiment marched to Bush Hill. 

December 25. — Went to meeting and afterwards met 
Montgomery; will call with him tomorrow on McCrea 
about the bill for raising State troops. Dr. Emlen and 
Henry Harrison came in before tea and spent the 
evening. 

December 27. — Called on Eaguet, who said of the 
five regiments, but one would be officered by Phila- 
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delphians; advised against my going to Harrisburg, 
and that Democrats would be preferred. Saw McCrea, 
who was of the same opinion. 

December 28. — Went to Harley's, we agreed to wait 
a few days for muster inspection and dismissal; took 
rolls to orderly and to Quarter Master Taylor for him 
to collect arms. Spent evening at Mrs. Eyres; the 
Miss Ralstons, Smith and others there; about 9 sat 
down to a very handsome supper. 

December 30. — Went to new Jail to see the Regulars 
parade. Visited Miss Bayard. Father and I spent 
evening with L. Schuyler, Mr. R. H. Morris there. 

December 31. — Went to State House yard; orders 
were read for an inspection on Wednesday next. After 
dinner took a walk down town, overtook Miss L. Cole- 
man, who was lively and looked exceedingly beautiful ; 
referred to G-. Hopkins and Ann R. who had been away 
and got married. I. Pemberton joined me and went to 
our house, where we had a long debate about the com- 
parative merits of Gen. Cadwalader and Col. Biddle, 
he insisting that the latter was the better officer. 



